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Assessment Districts 
The territory has six assessment districts. Each 
district contains a Designated Office that is 
responsible for all Designated Office evaluations 
for that district.
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Outreach and Communications
Public participation has been used extensively by 
YESAB as an instrument to improve the YESAA process 
by gathering and implementing ideas, opinions, and 
suggestions generated by the public. YESAB has 
focused on keeping the public informed and engaged 
in our work so they are better equipped to participate 
in a meaningful way. The success of YESAB’s extensive 
outreach and consultation efforts during the Designated 
Office Rules Review is an example of this. YESAB staff 
and Board members presented to a number of audiences 
and received positive feedback and information that 
helped improve the Rules and the YESAA process in 
general. This commitment to keeping the public informed 
and engaged will continue as YESAB develops policy, 
guidance and other documents that help inform the 
YESAA process. 

As part of YESAB’s effort to keep participants informed, 
YESAB’s Communications Committee has been active 
in planning a Yukon-wide outreach program. The 
Committee identified First Nations as being the target 
audience of this outreach and is looking to implement 
the plan in the next fiscal year. 

YESAA has been in effect for over five years; our 
presentations and networking efforts have evolved to 
reflect this. Our presentations are specific to audience 
preferences and focus on specific subject matter 
identified by participants. In essence, we look to our 
varied audiences to help determine the content and 
topics. This has allowed our staff and Board to prepare 
and deliver relevant information during conferences, 
trade shows and symposiums that we attend. In the 2010 
– 2011 fiscal year, YESAB representatives attended the 
following: 

•	Arctic Gas Symposium 
•	Dawson City International Gold Show 
•	Council of Yukon First Nations General Assembly
•	Mineral Exploration Roundup 
•	Yukon First Nations Resource Opportunities 

Conference 
•	Northern Fur Bearer Conference
•	Alaska Highway Aboriginal Pipeline Coalition 

Guidelines Workshop
•	Dinjii Zhuh Water Summit
•	First Nations Governance Conference
•	Liard Resource Summit
•	The Assembly of First Nations Yukon Region 

Conference: Building on Success
•	Senate Committee Presentation
•	Yukon College (classroom presentations)
•	Northern Regulatory Symposium

There are many groups and individuals in Yukon that 
play a vital role in Yukon’s assessment process. We are 
always available to keep participants informed and work 
with numerous groups and individuals to build strong 
working relationships. Networking and outreach efforts 
by Board members and staff help build open lines of 
communication among all those involved in YESAA and 
provide a clear understanding of YESAB’s objectives and 
mandate. In the 2010-2011 fiscal year we met with the 
following groups and organizations:

•	Yukon First Nations Heritage Group
•	Yukon Water Board
•	New Democratic Party caucus
•	Liard First Nation 
•	Yukon Chamber of Mines
•	First Nation of Nacho Nyak Dun 

The Voice 
YESAB’s newsletter The Voice was launched in the 
summer of 2010 and was well received by its readers. 
The Voice is intended to be a seasonal newsletter that 
will help inform our audience about the organization’s 
activities and highlight projects and subject matter that 
concern Yukoners. The newsletter focuses on current 
issues and dives into projects and activities that shape 
our land, water, wildlife and socio-economic values. The 
intent of The Voice is to expand on issues that matter to 
Yukoners and keep readers informed about how YESAB 
conducts business. YESAA is a very transparent, neutral 
and publicly driven process and the seasonal newsletter 
will reflect those same principles

Networking and Presentations 
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The YESAB Website
The YESAB website (www.yesab.ca) was developed with 
the objective of it becoming the first place to look for 
information about YESAB and the assessment process 
in Yukon. The website provides up-to-date information 
on a number of subjects. Visitors to the website will 
find job opportunities, press releases, our seasonal 
newsletter as well as reference and guidance documents 
that help inform proponents about how assessments 
are conducted. YESAA, Regulations, Rules and contact 
information for all of our offices can also be found 
there. When YESAB seeks feedback from the public on 
external policy or guidance documents; public comment 
packages are posted to the home page and there is 
a page that lists YESAB public meetings. Finally, our 
website links to the YESAB Online Registry (YOR); the 
electronic registry and document management system 
used to track assessments. With all this information 
available, yesab.ca should be the first place to learn 
about YESAB.

YESAB Online Registry (YOR)
The YESAB Online Registry (YOR) is a tool used by 
proponents, governments, and members of the public 
to participate in the assessment process. The two main 
functions of the YOR are to provide public access to 
assessment-related documents and to help people 
submit comments and information into assessments. It 
is also designed so that the public will become aware 
of new projects and can track them throughout the 
assessment process. Both the YESAB website and the 
YOR provide an interactive medium for proponents, 
stakeholders, governments, and the public who 
are involved or interested in assessments and gives 
unprecedented access to assessment-related documents.

Improvements to the YOR

During the 2010-2011 fiscal year, the YOR was 
redesigned to reflect procedural changes in the new 
Designated Office Rules implemented in August 2010. 
YESAB conducted substantial in-house testing before 
the new YOR was released; this resulted in a smooth 
transition. In response to comments and feedback from 
proponents and consultants, we changed the way the 
YOR handles agents/consultants allowing for more 
effective project submission, document tracking, and 
information updates. The project search screen was re-
designed to help people find projects faster with better 
accuracy. Other upgrades include a new mapping 
component and a “quick list” on the home page for new 
projects open for comment. These improvements will 
help make the YOR more user friendly. There are more 
plans to improve the internal and external functionality 
over the coming years. 

•	Selkirk First Nation
•	TransCanada Pipelines Ltd.
•	Parks Canada
•	Alsek Renewable Resources Council
•	Village of Haines Junction
•	Government of Canada, Department of Fisheries 

and Oceans
•	Government of Yukon, Natural Resource Officers
•	Canadian Wildlife Service
•	Yukon Conservation Data Centre
•	Tr’ondek Hwech’in First Nation
•	Vuntut Gwitchin First Nation

YESAB participates in meetings with government 
regulators as well. These meetings provide a valuable 
forum in which participants learn about the needs and 
constraints of both the assessment and permitting sides 
of the process. Staff and Board members also meet 
regularly with potential proponents of both small and 
large scale projects. These meetings have been an 
effective way to ensure proponents know what will be 
required when they go through the assessment process. 
It also assists in providing early notice of what projects 
may be submitted to our offices. 
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The Type of Designated 
Offices Projects 

Submitted

Agriculture\Aquaculture 10

Camps 1

Energy - Power generation 3

Energy - Transmission (Gas, Electricity) 14

Forestry 6

Mining - Placer 50

Mining - Quartz 42

Other Industrial Activities 17

Recreation and Tourism 21

Residential, Commercial & Industrial 
Land Development 47

Scientific Research/Wildlife 
Management 1

Transportation - Roads, Access Roads 
& Trails 28

Utilities - Water & Wastewater 8

Waste Management - Contaminated 
Sites 5

Waste Management - Solid Waste 2

Waste Management - Special & 
Hazardous Waste 0

Total DO Projects Submitted 
(2010/11 Fiscal Year)

255

Projects Submitted to Designated 
Offices 2010/11 Fiscal Year 

Designated 
Office

Submitted Cancelled or 
Withdrawn

Active or 
Assessed

Dawson City 74 14 60

Haines Junction 47 8 39

Mayo 52 7 45

Teslin 18 3 15

Watson Lake 25 3 22

Whitehorse 39 3 36

Total 255 38 217

Project Statistics 

Total Projects Submitted in  
the 2010/11 Fiscal Year

Designated Office  (DO) 255 projects 

Executive Committee 2 projects

Evaluation Time Line 
Averages 

(April 1, 2010 - March 31, 2011)

AVERAGE 39.9 days

MAXIMUM 215 days

Minimum 16 days
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Designated Office Highlights

Haines Junction
The Haines Junction Designated Office moved to its 
new location and has seen a noticeable increase in 
visitors. With the office in town, more people have been 
stopping by for information regarding YESAA and to 
submit comments on projects. Proponents have also 
increased their visits to the new office location to drop 
off project proposals and discuss potential projects with 
assessors. 

The office received project proposals for evaluation that 
spanned a number of sectors. The bulk of projects came 
from the forestry, placer mining, quartz exploration and 
transportation sectors. Quartz exploration projects were 
amongst some of the larger projects that the Designated 
Office has had to assess. Recreation and tourism; 
residential, commercial and industrial land development; 
water utilities, and contaminated sites made up the 
remaining evaluations. 

Teslin
The Teslin Designated Office saw an increase in the 
number of projects in the Carcross area. Some of the 
project activities involved the Carcross Wastewater 
Treatment Facility, the Carcross Landfill, Downtown 
Carcross Upgrades and the Carcross Visitor Pavillion. 
The Atlin road reconstruction for Kilometre 32-41 was 
also assessed. The road has been under construction 
since 2006 and Km 32-41 was the last of the upgrades 
for the Yukon portion of the road. When the upgrades 
are completed, the Yukon portion of the road will meet 
current road safety standards. 

A rural residential land application on the Tagish Road 
was recommended not to proceed due to the potentially 
significant adverse effects that could impact the 
recovering Carcross Caribou Herd. 

Teslin also hosted a well attended Community Open 
House in December. The Open House gave the public 
an opportunity to meet staff and become familiar with 
the office

Watson Lake
The 3rd Annual Liard Resource Summit was attended by 
a number of YESAB staff and Board members in October. 
Watson Lake experienced an increase in project activity 
over the year and the Liard Resource Summit was a great 

opportunity for First Nation and territorial governments, 
industry, community members and YESAB to talk about 
some important issues such as, community engagement, 
opportunities in the mining sector, and sustainable First 
Nation economies. 

YESAB also conducted some controversial project 
assessments in the area and engaged with the Liard First 
Nation to discuss and address concerns. This kind of 
dialogue is important for YESAB and will continue into 
the next fiscal year. 

The Watson Lake office also conducted an assessment 
on the reconstruction of the Robert Campbell Highway. 
This was one of eleven projects submitted to the office 
since 2006 that have been related to the highway. The 
project involved the reconstruction of seven kilometres of 
highway, construction of a gravel pit, an access road, 
and the establishment of a camp. The Watson Lake 
Designated Office’s recommendation to proceed with 
terms and conditions was accepted by the Decision 
Body. 

Dawson City
Dawson City Designated Office staff traveled to Old 
Crow in July 2010 to discuss the increase in activities 
occurring in the area. These activities included the 
recreation centre, community road upgrades and a 
winter access road. 

The Dawson City Designated Office along with the 
Mayo and Haines Junction Designated offices started 
tracking an influx of quartz mineral exploration 
proposals in the area of the White, Stewart and Yukon 
rivers confluence, known as the White Gold District. The 
high number and complexity of the proposals received 
for the area necessitated YESAB to conduct a study on 
the cumulative effects of the dramatic project increase. 

A project proposal for the Wastewater Treatment Plant 
for Dawson City was submitted to the Designated Office. 
There was a lot of interest in this project and a public 
meeting was held to assist with understanding the values 
associated with the project area. The Designated Office 
recommended to Yukon Government that the proposed 
project would have significant adverse effects however, it 
was able to proceed with specific terms and conditions. 
Safety and precautionary measures were paramount in 
the Evaluation Report’s terms and conditions. 
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Assessing the proposed Dawson City Hospital raised 
the challenge of assessing socio-economic factors and 
values within the Community of Dawson. The Designated 
Office held a public meeting and received many 
comments on the value of the area where a community 
playground and park were located. The Designated 
Office recommended that while the project would result 
in significant adverse effects, especially with respect to 
housing and the high value of the area, it could proceed 
with a list of terms and conditions.

The Canadian United Minerals Project received an 
unprecedented seven hundred plus comment submissions 
during the Seeking Views and Information Stage. The 
proponent proposed to explore for mineral resources 
within Tombstone Territorial Park. The proposal included 
a helicopter and snow machine supported drilling and 
trenching program over five years. After going through 
decades of historical record of the proposed endeavour 
and reading over seven hundred comment submissions 
the Dawson Designated Office recommended that the 
project not proceed. The recommendation was accepted 
by Yukon Government. 

Whitehorse
In April 2010, the Whitehorse Designated Office 
assessed a quartz exploration project on the Mars 
Property that entailed mineral exploration on 50 quartz 
claims 19 kilometre east of Lake Laberge. Comments 
raised concerns related to disturbance of wildlife and 
wilderness guiding and hunting activities resulting 
from helicopter flights between Whitehorse and the 
exploration site. The project was recommended to 
proceed with terms and conditions including mitigations 
to avoid known key wildlife areas and specific areas 
during critical periods. 

The Forest Species Assisted Migration Adaptation Trial 
at the Gunnar Nilsson and Mickey Lammers Research 
Forest was a unique project. The project was part of a 
climate change research study geared to understanding 
tree species’ climate tolerances for the purpose of 
revising seed stock selection and guidelines for 
silvaculture activities. The project demonstrates climate 
change adaptation in action. 

The Whitehorse Designated Office assessed several 
remediation projects, including the Foreshore Erosion 
and Remediation project at Industrial Road in 
Whitehorse. The project aimed to protect the Yukon River 
foreshore from erosion as well as to remediate petroleum 

hydrocarbon contamination at the Marwell Industrial 
site. The site, which is designated as a contaminated site 
under the Environment Act, has a long history of uses 
that likely contributed to contamination. 

The continued operation and maintenance of the Fish 
Lake Hydroelectric Generating Station project was 
submitted for assessment in January. The project is 
located within the Fish Creek, Porter Creek, Yukon River 
and West McIntyre Creek watersheds that lie just west 
of Whitehorse. The proponent was seeking a two year 
extension to the existing Water Use Licence. This project 
proceeded with a number of terms and conditions. 

Mount Sima Ski Hill applied for a water license renewal 
for the continued operation and maintenance of their 
snow making system. Assessable activities included a 
water diversion ditch and culvert, a small dam to control 
the elevation of the intake pool and a pump system to 
move water up the mountain. The recommendation was 
accepted by the Decision Bodies. 

Mayo
The Mayo Designated Office assessed a number of 
projects related to quartz exploration within its district. 
Quartz exploration and mining has been on the rise in 
the past few years and continues to keep our offices in 
central Yukon busy. The Mayo Designated Office has 
seen a significant spike in proposed quartz projects near 
Keno City and the Village of Mayo. 

The evaluation report for Phase IV of the Minto Mine was 
completed during the fiscal year. The copper and gold 
mine is located approximately 41 kilometre southwest 
of Pelly Crossing on the west side of the Yukon River. 
Phase IV of the project proposed to use conventional 
surface mining methods to extract and mill ore using 
the existing milling plant. The Selkirk First Nation and 
Yukon Government acted as the Decision Bodies for this 
project and accepted YESAB’s recommendation and the 
associated terms and conditions. 

A proposed removal and demolition plan for the Keno 
Hill Silver District was submitted to the Mayo Designated 
Office for assessment. The project proposed to remove 
and demolish buildings from the abandoned Keno Hill 
Silver District that presented a safety risk and were 
contaminated with materials such as asbestos and lead 
paint. The project will likely be completed in the fiscal 
year but may extend into 2012. 
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Mactung Mine Project - 
North American Tungsten 
Corporation
North American Tungsten Corporation is the proponent 
for the proposed Mactung Mine Project, which was 
submitted to the Executive Committee in December 
2008. The property is located in eastern-central Yukon, 
approximately eight kilometres northwest of Macmillan 
Pass.

Based on the size of the deposit as well as the average 
grade, North American Tungsten Corporation has 
estimated that the development of an underground 
tungsten mine could produce tungsten concentrate 
over an 11-year mine life. The purpose of the proposed 
Mactung project is the construction, operation, 
decommissioning, and closure of a tungsten mine and 
concentrating plant. The principal activities include 
extracting tungsten-bearing ore from Mt. Allan, 
concentrating the tungsten mineral at a milling rate of 
2,000 tonnes-per-day and transporting the tungsten 
concentrate to market. A new 35 kilometre access road 
and upgrading of an existing 10 kilometre service road 
has also been proposed.

Following the public comment period in 2009, the 
Executive Committee held a successful public meeting 
in Ross River and completed a review of submissions 
received and determined that additional information 
was required from the proponent before preparing 
the draft screening report. As a result, a request for 
supplementary information was issued to the proponent. 
Focus was placed on potential project effects to water 

Executive Committee Screenings

quality and water quantity as well as the prediction of 
acid rock drainage and metal leaching potential at the 
mine site. In July 2010 the proponent responded to the 
information request; however questions remain about 
their geochemical rock characterization and water 
quality predictions. By March 2011, North American 
Tungsten Corporation was undertaking the required test 
work. 

Silver Hart Mine Project – 
CMC Metals Ltd. 
CMC Metals Ltd. submitted a project proposal to the 
Executive Committee on February 9, 2010 for the 
development of a silver lead zinc mine located in 
south central Yukon between the Meister River and the 
Oake Lake/Oake Creek watersheds. Mine production 
is estimated at 63,000 tonnes of ore over a three 
year period with a mill capacity rate of 80 tonnes per 
day. The project is anticipated to have a lifespan of 
approximately five years with a one year construction, 
three year mining/milling, and a one year closure 
period. 

The Watson Lake Designated Office referred the project 
proposal to the Executive Committee in December 
2008. The Designated Office concluded that they could 
not determine whether the project would have significant 
adverse effects after conducting an extensive evaluation. 

The Executive Committee completed the adequacy 
review of the project proposal in June 2010 and 
requested additional information about water balance 
and water quality predictions. 
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Yukon Queen II – Holland 
America Ltd.
The Yukon Queen II is a 104-passenger capacity tourist 
vessel that makes a daily return trip between Dawson 
City, Yukon and Eagle, Alaska, from late May to early 
September. The average trip length is four to five hours 
one way. The Yukon Queen II was built in 1998 and 
began operations on the Yukon River in 1999. The vessel 
is 30 metres in length.

This project was referred to the Executive Committee by 
the Dawson City Designated Office. The proposal was 
submitted to the Executive Committee in July 2010 for the 
continued operation of a jet-powered catamaran. 

The Executive Committee determined that the proponent 
was required to consult with First Nations upstream 
on the Yukon River watershed. The proponent met this 
obligation. In December 2010, the Executive Committee 
completed an adequacy review of the project proposal 
and requires additional information about several issues 
including the effects caused by the wake wash and the 
entrainment of salmon in the jet intakes. 

Eagle Gold Mine - Victoria 
Gold Corporation
Victoria Gold Corporation is proposing the Eagle 
Gold Project which involves the design, construction, 
operation, closure, and reclamation of a gold mine. 
The proposed project is located in central Yukon in the 
traditional territory of the First Nation of Nacho Nyak 
Dun, approximately 45 kilometre north-northeast of the 
Village of Mayo. The majority of the project site lies 
within the Dublin Gulch watershed and is proposed to 
be mined over eight years starting in 2013. 

The proposed project is comprised of an open pit 
mine and associated mine features, improvements to 
the Haggart Creek Road, and a 45 kilometre, 69 kV 
transmission line. The project is planned to have a twenty 
month construction phase, a seven-year active mining 
phase, a ten-year closure and reclamation phase, and 
a post-closure monitoring phase. The project will involve 
open pit mining at a production rate of approximately 
nine million tonnes per year. Gold extraction will utilize 
sodium cyanide heap leaching technology.

The proposal was submitted to the Executive Committee 
in December 2010. Since that time an adequacy review 
report was completed. The result was an information 
request issued to the proponent in March 2011. 
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YESAB will continue to keep up with the increased 
activity within the territory. In addition to conducting 
assessments, YESAB plans to expand and update the 
current cumulative effects report based on the White 
Gold Area of Yukon. Harvest statistics and linear 
disturbance data will be expanded upon. 

The Whitehorse Designated Office moved locations 
in late March 2010. YESAB found it could offer more 
convenience to its clients by moving the Designated 
Office into the Nuvo building at 4th and Strickland 
Street. Visitors to YESAB are able to access the Head 
Office on one end of the hallway and the Designated 
Office at the other. While still separate offices, sharing 
the second floor of the Nuvo building is proving to be 
advantageous for staff, board and the clients we serve.

YESAB plans to continue work on developing sector-
specific assessment application forms. The Designated 
Office assessment application, known as Form 1, 
was originally created to be a catch-all assessment 
application for all sectors and activities. In recent years, 
our assessment team has been looking for ways to 
improve the process and increase the efficiency of the 
application process. Redesigning the application form 
to allow for sector-specific questions will improve the 

The Year Ahead

quality of the project applications, provide more detailed 
guidance for proponents, reduce duplication and ensure 
the right type of information is being collected. Each of 
the forms will go out to the public for comment during 
their development. 

The organization will also focus on developing guidance 
and policy documents in a few key areas. YESAB plans 
to work with regulators, First Nations, the public and 
proponents to help with the content of the documents. 
The guides will give proponents and other YESAA 
participants a clear understanding of the information 
required for an environmental and socio-economic 
assessment in the areas of heritage resources and water 
data. In addition to these, YESAB will develop guidance 
on acid rock drainage, scientific modeling guidelines, 
and information on climate change. YESAB will partner 
with regulators to publish design expectations for the 
construction of dams and other water control structures. 

Outreach efforts will also continue and a focus will 
be placed on First Nations and communities. The 
Communications Committee intends to send letters to all 
First Nations. The intention is to start a dialogue about 
YESAA related issues and offer to visit communities for 
face-to-face or community wide meetings. 
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Following is the audited financial report for the period of April 1, 2010 - March 31, 2011. 

Financials
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YESAB Designated offices

YESAB Head Office
 200-309 Strickland Street 

Whitehorse, Yukon, Y1A 2J9
Telephone: 867-668-6420 
Fax: 867-668-6425 
Email: yesab@yesab.ca 

Dawson City Designated Office
Bag 6050, Dawson City, Y0B 1G0
Telephone: 867-993-4040
Fax: 867-993-4049

Haines Junction Designated Office
PO Box 2126, Haines Junction, Y0B 1L0
Telephone: 867-634-4040
Fax: 867-634-4049

Mayo Designated Office
PO Box 297, Mayo, Y0B 1M0
Telephone: 867-996-4040
Fax: 867-996-4049

Teslin Designated Office 
PO Box 137, Teslin, Y0A 1B0
Telephone: 867-390-4040
Fax: 867-390-4049 

Watson Lake Designated Office 
PO Box 294, Watson Lake, Y0A 1C0
Telephone:867-536-4040
Fax: 867-536-4049

Whitehorse Designated Office
203-309 Strickland Street
Whitehorse, Y1A 2J9
Telephone: 867-456-3200
Fax: 867-456-3209
Toll Free - 1-866-322-4040
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