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The Voice is a seasonal newsletter for the Yukon Environmental and Socio-economic Assessment Board (YESAB). 
YESAB conducts assessments on project proposals and makes recommendations to government Decision Bodies on 
whether a project should proceed, not proceed, or proceed with specific terms and conditions. 
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INTRODUCTION

In this edition of “the Voice” newsletter we update you 
on the status of two Executive Committee Screenings, 

introduce our latest Board members and talk about the 
ATAC access road. Kick your feet up and enjoy. 

Do you have a topic or a comment you would like to see in 
the newsletter? Let us know by contacting  
rob.yeomans@yesab.ca 
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Agroup of YESAB staff attended 
the 2017 International 

Association of Impact Assessment 
(IAIA) Conference in Montreal in 
April, along with 1000 delegates 
from 80 nations around the world. 
At this year’s conference IAIA hosted 
an Arctic and Nordic Forum. Martin 
Haefele, Whitehorse Designated 
Office Manager represented YESAB 
on the Arctic and Nordic Organizing 
Committee. The Committee helped 
organize the four main sessions for 
the Forum which included:

· Impact assessment approaches in
the Arctic and Nordic regions

· Northern ecosystems and
biodiversity under pressures:

Climate change and other 
anthropic stressors

· Vulnerability and risks for major
infrastructures in a context of
climate change

· How to better integrate social,
cultural, and health impact
assessment in the Northern context

The special forum, featured 
presentations from a number of 
regional experts and was intended 
to open up discussions on priorities 
and specific challenges that northern 
regions face now and in the future. 
One regional expert well received by 
the audience was one of YESAB’s own.

Steve Caram, Project Assessment 
Manager for YESAB presented to a 

large audience at the conference and was 
introduced by the Honorable Catherine 
McKenna, Minister of Environment 
and Climate Change. His presentation, 
titled Unique Aspects and Challenges of 
Assessing Projects in Yukon, was a forum 
highlight and featured some of YESAB’s 
current work on assessment methodology, 
significance determination and the use of 
SharePoint in developing comprehensive 
assessment reports.  

The IAIA is widely considered the leading 
global network on best practice in the 
use of impact assessment for informed 
decision making regarding policies, 
programs, plans and projects. There are 
more than 1700 IAIA members worldwide.
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The Honorable Catherine McKenna, Minister of Environment and Climate Change introduces Steve Caram, Project Assessment 
Manager for YESAB at the 2017 International Association of Impact Assessment (IAIA) Conference.

YESAB REPRESENTED AT THE 
2017 INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF IMPACT 
ASSESSMENT CONFERENCE 
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Goldcorp is proposing construction,
mining and mineral processing 

activities of an open pit gold mine 
approximately 130 km south of Dawson 
City. Mining activities include a cyanide 
heap leach facility, water management 
infrastructure, a dry-stacked tailings 
facility for tailings disposal and waste 
rock storage  
facilities for tailings and waste rock.

Access to the mine site would be by 
air and by ground via an existing 
all-weather 214 km road that would 
require upgrades and construction 
of new sections, in addition to barge 
crossings across the Stewart and Yukon 
rivers. The project is expected to be in 
operation for a minimum of 12 years. 

Goldcorp (the Proponent) submitted 
its proposal for the Coffee Gold Mine 
Project to the Executive Committee in 
May. The proposal included over one 

THE  
COMPLETENESS 
CHECK
Before an Executive Committee 
project proposal is officially 
submitted for screening an 
administrative review is conducted 
based on a proposal checklist.   
The intent is to help proponents 
develop high quality project 
proposals that will limit information 
requests within the adequacy stage 
and reduce the overall timeline. 

COFFEE GOLD PROJECT

thousand proposal pages and 19 000 
pages of appendices. 

The adequacy review stage was initiated 
following an administrative review 
to determine that the proposal was 
complete. Adequacy review includes 
a comprehensive technical review of 
the proposal contents to determine 
whether the proposal contains sufficient 
information to commence the screening 
and determine if the proponent has met 
the statutory requirements to consult with 
affected First Nations under s. 50(3) of 
YESAA. On July 12, 2017 the EC issued a 
determination that Goldcorp had not met 
its obligation to consult in accordance 
with s.50(3) of YESAA and the assessment 
was discontinued. Detailed project 
information can be found on the YESAB 
Online Registry by searching project 
number 2017-0120.
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Dan Beaudoin, Senior Assessment Officer for the Executive Committee on a site tour 
of the Coffee Gold Mine site in 2015.



View these Executive Committee 
Project Proposals and all other project 
proposals on the YESAB Online 
Registry: www.yesabregistry.ca
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KUDZ ZE KAYAH MINE PROJECT 
ADEQUACY REPORT ISSUED 
(PROJECT #2017-0083)

BMC Minerals (the Proponent)
submitted a proposal for the Kudz 

Ze Kayah Mine Project to the Executive 
Committee on March 3, 2017.

The project is an open pit and 
underground copper, zinc, lead, 
silver and gold mine. Mining 
activities include water management 
infrastructure, a dry-stacked tailings 
facility for tailings disposal and waste 
rock storage facilities for tailings and 
waste rock. The mine would be located 
about 115 km southwest of Ross River, 
24 km south of Finlayson Lake. Access 

to the mine site would be by air and 
by ground via an existing 24 km Tote 
Road. If constructed, the mine would 
be in operation for a minimum of 10 
years. 

Currently, the project proposal is in 
the adequacy review period which 
began March 27, 2017. The Executive 
Committee issued an Adequacy 
Review Report on May 26, 2017. The 
proponent responded to the Adequacy 
Review Report and that response 
is currently being reviewed by the 
Executive Committee. 
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YESAA 
CONSULTATION 
GUIDANCE FOR 
PROPONENTS
YESAB’s Proponent’s Guide on 
Consultation has been approved by the 
Board and is now publicly available.

The document is intended
for proponents of Executive 

Committee screening-level projects 
and provides guidance regarding 
consultation under section 50(3) of 
the Yukon Environmental and Socio-
economic Assessment Act (YESAA). 
This document is a comprehensive 
source of information to help guide a 
proponent’s consultation efforts as it 
prepares to submit a project proposal 
to the Executive Committee.  

CONSULTATION  
UNDER YESAA
In the context of environmental 
and socio-economic assessment, the 
purpose of consultation with First 
Nations and residents of communities 
is to identify values and interests, 
discuss potential effects of a project, 
consider views, and take views into 
account in the development of a 
project. The consultation process 
involves providing information and 
meeting with potentially impacted First 
Nations and residents of communities 
by listening, documenting, responding 
and following up on comments and 
concerns in relation to a proponent’s 
proposed project. The document can 
be viewed at www.yesab.ca.

The requirement for proponents to consult under YESAA should not be 
confused with the requirement for the Crown to consult with First Nations. 
The two requirements are distinct from one another. The Crown, may, 
however, choose to rely on the assessment process under YESAA to help 
fulfill its requirement to consult with First Nations. 

What is important for proponents is that their consultation efforts will be 
examined by the Executive Committee against the requirement set out in 
YESAA. As always, proponents are encouraged to contact YESAB regarding 
their consultation efforts prior to submitting their proposals. 

CONSULTATION UNDER YESAA  
VS CONSULTATION BY THE CROWN

6 www.yesab.ca
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Bruce is a Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in
Citizen and a member of the 

Crow clan. He is the son of Ben 
and Loretta Warnsby who mined in 
the Dawson area. Bruce attended 
the University of British Columbia 
and completed a Bachelor of Arts 
in History and Political Science. 
He then worked for three years in 
Final Agreement implementation 
negotiations for Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in.

Bruce later attended the Faculty of 
Law at the University of Victoria 
and took part in the University’s 
Environmental Law Centre program 
where he worked on client files. 

Bruce articled with Yukon Government 
and Yukon Legal Services Society and 
was called to the Yukon Bar in 2016. 
Bruce currently works as a Criminal 
Defense lawyer in Whitehorse.
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PROFILE

BRUCE WARNSBY
APPOINTED TO THE BOARD

SUMMER 2017

BRYONY MCINTYRE 
APPOINTED TO THE BOARD

Bryony is an experienced land
and resource management 

professional who endorses 
sustainable and integrated 
development that respects the 
interests of the public and key 
participants in the process. She is a 
long time Yukoner who along with 
her husband raised her family in 
Whitehorse.

She has spent the past 27 years 
working for the Yukon government 
in key management positions. Bryony 
worked in a variety of positions 
in the Lands Management Branch, 
Aboriginal Relations Branch and the 
Mineral Resources Branch

CARLENE HAJASH
APPOINTED TO THE BOARD

Carlene is a Teslin Tlingit
Council Citizen and a 

member of the Eagle clan. She 
has a strong connection to the 
Lands and Resources of Yukon 
and a passion for science and the 
environment. Carlene attended 
Thompson Rivers University 
in British Columbia where she 
completed her Bachelor of 
Science degree with a focus in 
Environmental Chemistry.  

Carlene has been the project 
manager for over 200 
Environmental Site Assessments 
in Yukon, British Columbia, 
Alberta and Saskatchewan. She 
has participated in the preparation 
of Well Head Screening reports 
for various Yukon First Nations 
and spent a year in Calgary, 
Alberta where she assisted in 
the preparation, data collection 
and technical analysis of annual 
groundwater monitoring reports 
for oil and gas.

YESAB is pleased to announce that Bruce Warnsby, Bryony McIntyre and Carlene 
Hajash have been appointed to the Board this summer.



One project that garnered a significant amount of attention recently was the
Designated Office assessment of the ATAC Access Road. This proposed 

 project includes the construction of a 65 km all season road from the Hanson 
Lakes Road to the Tiger gold deposit. The all season road is proposed as a gated 
access controlled road and is intended to facilitate exploration of the Tiger 
property. The road would consist of 46 creek and river crossings, 8 bridges, 38 
culverts and the installation of three gates to help restrict access. 

Two key values considered in the assessment were the increased access to the 
surrounding wilderness and an increase to moose harvesting in the area. In the 
report, these potential effects were mitigated through a comprehensive road access 
regime for all land users and harvester groups. 

The Designated Office recommended that the project be allowed to proceed with 
the application of six terms and conditions. In addition to these key mitigations the 
Designated Office also recommended that effects monitoring be completed. 

The use of effects monitoring is a unique tool found within section 110 of 
YESAA. In this case the Designated Office recommended that the monitoring be 
conducted by the proponent to assess the efficacy of access controls and to record 
and compare changes to moose and moose habitat over a longer time span. The 
effects monitoring recommendations used for this project are listed on the left. 

SECTION 110 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
USED IN THE 
ASSESSMENT OF THE 
ATAC ACCESS ROAD
A. Any and all sanctioned traffic on the

proposed road shall be recorded as
well as traffic counts of all traffic. The
objective of this monitoring program
will be to assess the efficacy of access
controls. At least two points shall be
monitored for all traffic, one near the
beginning of the proposed road and
one near the crossing of the Beaver
River. The monitoring program shall
also record the state of physical
obstructions and any enforcement
actions taken. Wildlife collisions
shall also be recorded as part of the
monitoring program.

B. An effects audit shall be conducted
using pre-existing data on wildlife
abundance and distribution in the
project area and compared to ongoing
wildlife monitoring data to establish
changes to baseline conditions,
primarily in relation to moose and
moose habitat. This audit shall
compare changes over a longer time
span, from prior to project initiation
until at least five years after road
completion.
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ATAC ACCESS ROAD 
(PROJECT #2016-0129)
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           EXCLUSIVE             SHARED             ALL
 
Carcross/Tagish First Nation   2  3  5

Champagne and Aishihik First Nations  11  10  21

Inuvialuit      1  0  1

Kluane First Nation    0  16  16

Kwanlin Dün First Nation    4  23  27

Liard First Nation     0  23  23

Little Salmon/Carmacks First Nation  8  5  13

First Nation of Na-Cho Nyak Dun   43  18  61

Ross River Dena Council    0  23  23

Selkirk First Nation     1  6  7

Ta’an Kwäch’än Council     0  17  17

Teslin Tlingit Council     3  1  4

Tetlit Gwich’in Council     0  0  0

Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in     45  21  6

Vuntut Gwitchin First Nation   1  2  3

White River First Nation     0  15  15
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PROJECTS – BY THE 
NUMBERS
 • The Designated Offices 

received 232 project 
proposals over the 2016/17 
fiscal year.

• 42% percent of projects 
submitted were from the 
placer mining sector.

• The average Designated Office 
evaluation took 43 days once 
the proposal was deemed 
adequate. 

FIRST NATION TRADITIONAL TERRITORY 

PROJECTS SUBMITTED WITHIN FIRST NATIONS 
TRADITIONAL TERRITORIES  
2016-2017 FISCAL YEAR 
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           SUBMITTED
    Dawson City  73

    Haines Junction  36

    Mayo   66

    Teslin   8

    Watson   25

    Whitehorse  24

    Totals   232
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PROJECTS 
SUBMITTED 
TO A 
DESIGNATED 
OFFICE 
DURING THE 
LAST FISCAL 
YEAR

PROJECTSDESIGNATED  
OFFICE
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LET THE 
CHALLENGE 
COMMENCE!

YESAB entered the 2017 
Commuter Challenge 

this year. Once considered a 
formidable challenger in this 
national climate change initiative, 
YESAB rallied its staff to bike, 
hike, car pool or skip to work 
from June 4-9, 2017. Spear headed 
by Amanda Taylor, Assessment 
Officer for the Whitehorse 
Designated Office, YESAB hopes 
to break its own corporate record 
and make our organization a 
commuter contender once again.  

The Commuter Challenge is a 
week-long event during Canadian 
Environment Week ( June 4- 10, 
2017). In our minds it is a worthy 
challenge and an opportunity to 
participate with local workplaces 
while encouraging us all to leave 
our cars at home. 

The Challenge: 
https://commuterchallenge.ca/

   



CONTACTS

YESAB HEAD OFFICE 
Suite 200-309 Strickland Street 
Whitehorse, Yukon, Y1A 2J9 
Telephone: 867-668-6420 
Fax: 867-668-6425 
Email: yesab@yesab.ca

DAWSON CITY  
Designated Office
Bag 6050,  
Dawson City, Y0B 1G0 
Telephone: 867-993-4040 
Fax: 867-993-4049

HAINES JUNCTION  
Designated Office
PO Box 2126,  
Haines Junction, Y0B 1L0 
Telephone: 867-634-4040 
Fax: 867-634-4049

MAYO Designated Office 
PO Box 297,  
Mayo, Y0B 1M0 
Telephone: 867-996-4040 
Fax: 867-996-4049

TESLIN Designated Office 
PO Box 137,  
Teslin, Y0A 1B0 
Telephone: 867-390-4040 
Fax: 867-390-4049

WATSON LAKE  
Designated Office
PO Box 294,  
Watson Lake, Y0A 1C0 
Telephone: 867-536-4040 
Fax: 867-536-4049

WHITEHORSE  
Designated Office
Suite 203-309 Strickland Street 
Whitehorse, Y1A 2J9
Telephone: 867-456-3200 
Fax: 867-456-3209
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 YESA BOARD 

WENDY  
RANDALL

CHAIR OF THE BOARD 
Executive Committee  

Member
DALE  

EFTODA
Executive Committee  

Member

KIRK  
CAMERON

Board Member

DAVE  
KEENAN

Executive Committee  
Member

CARLENE  
HAJASH
Board Member

BRYONY 
MCINTYRE

Board Member

BRUCE  
WARNSBY

Board Member

CALL TOLL FREE  
1-866-322-4040 

SUMMER 2017


